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 Raja Ram Mohan Roy as an Educational Reformer

Born c. 22 May 1772
Radhanagar, Bengal Presidency, British India

Died 27 September 1833 (aged 60–61)
Stapleton, Bristol, England

Nationality Indian

Other names Herald of New Age

Occupation Social and religious reformer; Brahmin 
prince

Known for Bengal Renaissance, Brahmo Sabha
(social, political reforms)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radhanagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengal_Presidency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stapleton,_Bristol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengal_Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmo_Samaj#Brahmo_Sabha
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• Educational Reforms:-

 He believed education to be an implement for social reform. Without proper education we can’t
reform our society.

 He believed that modern education was an important vehicle to carry social reforms and enlighten
people about their rights.

• Synthesizer of Eastern and Western Culture:-

He insisted that his teaching of monotheistic doctrines be incorporated with “modern, western
curriculum”. We are more concerned here with the work of Raja Ram Mohan Roy as an educationist,
and it is in this field that we find his most signal services to his country. He was one of the earliest
Indians to realize that India`s greatest need was a Synthesis of Eastern and Western cultures. At the
same time, he understood that the Indian mind had rusted very considerably on account of its
isolation and realized that contact with Western Literature and Science alone could regenerate
oriental culture, correct its follies and contribute to it the essential qualities which are lacked.

(Naik, J. P & Nurullah, S., 1974)
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• English Education:-

In field of education, Ram Mohan was one of the first thinkers in India to realize the value of Western
Science, and thought. He created major opinion in favor of the English education that could generate a
sense of unity among the Indian educated youths. His ideas of western education helped the
Government of Lord William Bentinck to introduce European learning in India.
(www.historydiscussion.net)

• Literature:-
Ram Mohan’s contributions to other aspects of social and literary life were highly valuable. True it is
that, Mrityunjoy Vidyalankar, Ram Mohan Bose, Rajiblochan, Carey etc. had preceded him in the field of
Bengali prose literature, yet it must be admitted that Ram Mohan contributed a style and standard
which facilitated the development of Bengali prose as a vehicle of stories, novels as well as polemical
literature. (Banerjee, J. P., 2004)

• Language:-
The great contribution of Ram Mohan Roy to the system of modern education was his emphasis on the
study of modern Indian languages. He himself gave a great lead in the matter by writing books in Bengali
on Grammar, Geography, Astronomy and Geometry and he is considered as the father of modern literary
Bengali prose. His advocacy of the study and development of modern Indian languages.
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• Women Education:-

 He believed in equality of education for both men and 

women. 

 The concept was already been put forward by 

missionaries, he helped to popularize it among the 

Hindus. 

 He said that the women of India were highly educated 

and that the education of women was in keeping with 

ancient religious traditions and beliefs. 

 The Brahma-Samaj did great service in women 

education.
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• His Other Contributions:-

 In 1817, in collaboration with David Hare, he

set up the Hindu College at Calcutta.

 In 1822, Roy founded the Anglo-Hindu school,

 four years later he founded the Vedanta

college (1826) ; where he insisted that his

teaching of monotheistic doctrines be

incorporated with modern western curriculum.

Hindu College, Calcutta, 1817 
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• Abolition of Sati-Daha System:-

 Ram Mohan played a major role towards 

abolition of system. 

 He risked his life and fought against this evil 

practice. 

 In the end he won and British government 

made ‘’sati’ ’a crime. 

 He also protested against polygamy (bahu-

bibaha) and child marriage (balya-bibaha).
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• Relevance of Raja Ram Mohan Roy in Present Time:-

 Raja Ram Mohan Roy was the first Indian who founded a reformist movement in India. He
wanted to modernize India as early as possible; therefore, he was called the 'representative
of the modern age'. In fact, Raja Ram Mohan Roy played a significant role in the progress and
development of social and religious movements. He was a great reformer, politician, editor,
theologian and a literary person. He played a prominent role in the modernization of India.

 He insisted that his teaching of monotheistic doctrines be incorporated with “modern,
western curriculum”. He supported induction of western learning into Indian education.

 He made his newspapers ‘Samvad Kaumudi' and 'Miratul Akhbari' vehicles to carry his
thoughts to the people. He was also in favour of making all education and literature free from
any restrictions.

 Another great contribution of Raja Ram Mohan to modern education was his emphasis on the
study of modern Indian languages. He himself gave the lead in this direction by writing books
in Sengali on Grammar, Geography, Astronomy and Geometry. Equally was the Raja's
advocacy of the education of women. His Brahmo Samaj did a great service in removing the
prejudices against the education of women that were prevalent in the then Hindu society.
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• Sources:-

 Banerjee, J.P. (2004) Education in India-Past: Present: Future, Vol. I, Sixth Edition,
Calcutta: Central Library, pp. 41-44

 Behera, A.K. (2012) Press In India And Raja Ram Mohan Roy, International Journal of
English and Education, Vol. I (2).

 Behera, S. and Mandal, M.M. (2015) Raja Ram Mohan Roy as an Educational Reformer:
An Evaluation, International Journal of Humanities & Social Science Studies, Vol. I (4), pp.
91-95.
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 Social Reformer Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar:-
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• Early life and Education:-

 Ishwar Chandra Bandyopadhyay was born on 26th September 1820 (on 12th Ashwin 1227
according to Bengali lunar calendar) in a poor Kulin Brahmin family in the village Birsingh, under
the sub-division of Ghatal of Midnapore district.

 He spent his childhood with extreme poverty, but he continued his journey with full
determination and perseverance. He got his primary education at the age of five in his village
Pathshala.

 In 1829, he was admitted to the Sanskrit College. There he acquired the knowledge of Grammar
from 1829 to 1833, Literature on 1833-1835, Rhetoric on 1835- 1836, Vedanta on 1836-1838 and
Smriti on 1838-1839. Later, in April 1839 he studied Hindu Law and English and passed the
examination of Hindu Law committee with excellence.

 After the completion of all his long study in the Sanskrit college he was honored with the title of
“Vidyasagar” by all the pandits of Sanskrit college on 1841. The meaning of “Vidyasagar” is the
“Ocean of Knowledge”. Soon after his education life he started his professional teaching career.
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• Educational Activities:-

 Ishwar Chandra’s Philosophy of Education was based on humanity. He deeply observed
the problems and weakness in the then education system.

 As a principal, he opened the door of Sanskrit college for all. Till then it was the
institution only for the Brahmins and Vaidyas, who has the right to study Veda and
Sanskrit.

 He was the first who gave importance on the western science and philosophy besides
eastern shastras.

 He established 20 model schools and many girls’ schools for the expansion of girls’
education. He also established a normal school for making competent teachers for these
schools. He opened thirty-five girls’ schools between 1857 and 1858.

 One of his major contributions was establishment of Calcutta Metropolitan Institution for
higher education. Now it is called “Vidyasagar College”.

 He also was directly involved in the establishment of “Calcutta Female School” by the
help of Drinkwater Bethune in 1849. Now it is called “Bethune School”.
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• Social Activities:-

 Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar strongly protested against polygamy, child-marriage and favored

widow remarriage and women’s education in India.

 Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, along with many other active reformers opened schools for girls.

This was because, for him, educational reform was much important than any other reform.

 He believed that the status of women and all kinds of injustice and inequalities that they face

could be changed only through education.

 Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar worked endlessly to provide equal education to all men and women

irrespective of their caste, religion and gender.

 Women in India Vidyasagar worked to uplift the status of women in India especially in his native

Bengal. He was a social reformer and wanted to change the orthodox Hindu society from within.
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Bengali alphabet and language 
reconstruction-

Books authored by Vidyasagar- like 

 Bodhadoy (1851)

Upakramanika (1851)

 BYAKARAN KAUMUDI (1853)

 Borno porichoy (1854)

 kotha mala(1856)

 Sitar Bonobas(1860)
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• Accolades

Shortly after Vidyasagar's death, Rabindranath Tagore reverently wrote about him: 
"One wonders how God, in the process of producing forty million Bengalis, produced a 
man!"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabindranath_Tagore
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• Sources:-

 https://www.slideshare.net/Sunitapamnani/the-contribution-of-ishwar-chandra-
vidyasagar

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishwar_Chandra_Vidyasagar
 Ghosh, R. (2018), Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar’s Contribution in the Development of Bengali 

Language and Literature and Its Relevance in Present Context, Asian Review of Social 
Sciences, Vol. VII (2), pp. 44-49 

https://www.slideshare.net/Sunitapamnani/the-contribution-of-ishwar-chandra-vidyasagar
https://www.slideshare.net/Sunitapamnani/the-contribution-of-ishwar-chandra-vidyasagar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishwar_Chandra_Vidyasagar
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